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sent immediately in all directions; a fortnight passes
in assembling the company, which is composed of
about eighty persons, including six women; they
set off without delay. Here I must remark that they
think fasting renders their vision wonderfully pierc-
ing, [143] and gives them eyes capable of seeing
things absent and far removed. Is not this to over-
throw the belief of all that School, who, if I am not
mistaken, hold that nothing so much weakens the
sight as excessive fasting? However that may be,
there is considerable ground for the belief that our
madman had not yet fasted enough, for his sight de-
ceived him very thoroughly, and did not help in-
crease his reputation as a Prophet. The troop had
not set out when he declared it was two leagues from
the Village.

Now having arrived within musket-range, they
stopped and began to sing; those of the Village re-
plied. From the evening of their arrival, they
danced, in order to get an understanding of the dis-
ease; the sick man was in the middle of the Cabin,
on a mat. The dance being ended, because he had
fallen over backward and vomited, they declared him
to belong entirely to the Brotherhood of lunatics;
and came to the remedy therefor which is usual in
this disease, and which would be sufficient to make
them pass for fools, even if they were the wisest
men in the world. It is the dance they call Ozakren-
dotae; the Brethren they call Azirenda. 1 would de-
scribe the details of it, were I not afraid of being too
long. I will do so another time, if I learn [144] that
there is any desire to know them. Let it suffice for
the present to say, in general, that never did fren-
zied Bacchantes of bygone times do anything more



